






























































From: Schmidt, Kristy <KSchmidt@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2015 3:01 PM
To: Peirce, Gwendolynn; 'djohnson@NDCresearch.com'
Subject: FW: Santa Barbara City New District Boundaries Creation Process

-----Original Message-----
From: Schneider, Helene 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2015 2:59 PM
To: 'Blair and Heidi Whitney'
Cc: Schmidt, Kristy
Subject: RE: Santa Barbara City New District Boundaries Creation Process

Blair - 

I'm including Administrative Services Director Kristy Schmidt to this e-mail who can assist you with 
answering your questions. Thanks for taking part in this important endeavor.

Helene Schneider
Santa Barbara Mayor
805-564-5323

-----Original Message-----
From: Blair and Heidi Whitney  
Sent: Friday, March 06, 2015 8:09 AM
To: Schneider, Helene
Subject: Santa Barbara City New District Boundaries Creation Process

Dear Mayor Schneider,
I am writing to you as I do not know who at the City to write this message to. I read in the Santa Barbara 
Independent that by April 6th, one month away, the new S.B. City District boundaries will be finalized. I 
read where I could log into https://santabarbaraca.redistricting.esri.com to be part of the process. I did 
so, and was able to look at each of the 3 draft templates. (By the way, the only way I found to look at 
each of the 3 draft templates was to log out, and log back in, as in the log in process it prompts you 
which draft template you want to look at.) Each of the 3 draft templates were OK by me. Each of them 
keeps the Eucalyptus Hill area above APS (La Vista Grande/Knoll Circle area) attached to a district that 
covers most of the Riviera and connects into Montecito and Coast Village Road. As long as the final map 
does that, that is my own personal concern. However, I am unsure who I send this message to, and who 
is in charge of finalizing the final map, after taking citizens input. If you can help me so that I can 
correspond with this person, that would be excellent. The SB Independent article did not have this 
information.

Good Luck with the one month deadline, that sounds real tough to pull off!

Sincerely,
Blair Whitney





City of Santa Barbara 2015 Districting 
Public Comment form 

  

Please return this form at the end of the meeting, or send to the contact information given below. 
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Your address (optional) : ___________________ 

Your phone and/or email (optional): ______________________ 

Map 1 I rank this draft plan # ____ (1 being best, 3 worst) 
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Map 2 I rank this draft plan # ____ (1 being best, 3 worst) 
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Map 3 I rank this draft plan # ____ (1 being best, 3 worst) 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(If additional space would be useful, please feel free to continue on the back of this form.) 
 
Please hand in or send to: City Clerk’s Office: email: gpeirce@santabarbaraca.gov; fax: (805) 897- 2623; City Hall, 735 Anacapa Street 
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DAVID BOLTON

2

Please, if this Map or any of the others is chosen, could the

  southern cut off line for District 4 be moved one block from Canon

  Perdido to De La Guerra Street to duplicate the boundary cut off  

  line for Roosevelt Elementary School so that neighbors with elementary

3

(Continued from above)  children can attend the same 

 possible school-hosted meeting for District candidates as their 

neighbors a half block away or at the school where their children attend? 

 (or even better just a couple blocks further south to Cota Street to 

1

(Continued from above)   encompass  all of the historic 

Laguna District).  Additional residents to District 1 could be added 

 around MCC or just north of East Cota to the traditional Eastside cutoff

 boundary line. Plan Map 3 is best so all districts touch State Street. 

	

 *Please note: After you have finished filling  out this PDF, please save it to your desktop, 	


where you can print out the form, or attach it to the email link below. 	

If you do not save it, your PDF entries will not be retained, and your form will return to blank.	


	

You can then click on the email address at the bottom of the form, and attach the form to the email. 	




From: Schmidt, Kristy <KSchmidt@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 3:05 PM
To: 'djohnson@NDCresearch.com'; Peirce, Gwendolynn
Cc: Calonne, Ariel
Subject: FW: FORM FOR CITY
Attachments: EFORM DISTRICT BOUNDARY COMMENTS.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 
Begin forwarded message:
From:  
Date: March 12, 2015 at 11:48:53 AM PDT 
To:  
Subject: Fwd: FORM FOR CITY
Hello Councilmember Hotchkiss, if you remember me, this is David Bolton at  

. I have talked with you several times at events in the past, and we were 
the ones in our  displaying your reelection sign.  

I hope you are doing well and everything is going good! I wanted to forward you a couple 
of comments I had regarding the proposed line splitting District 4 and District 1, and was 
wondering if you and the Council would consider moving the line one block from Canon 
Perdido to De La Guerra Street so that it lined up with the elementary district boundary 
for Roosevelt School. Several people in our neighborhood were talking about it, and I 
said I would type out the comments on their behalf and send along to the City. 

To replace the lost count in District 1, additional residents could be picked up from the 
boundaries further east including around MCC and the lower Riviera which most in this 
town consider "east" vs the historic "Laguna" district we are in which borders El Pueblo 
Viejo. This slight boundary line adjustment would still keep the District 1 super Latino 
majority, in fact our  block  has 3 Latino households, 6 
anglo households and 1 african american household.  

Many thanks for your consideration. Igf you have a minute I would enjoy talking about this 
boundary line. I know you are busy and would appreciate a couple of minutes of your 
time if you ever had it available.

Kindest regards, David cell 

David Bolton

Santa Barbara

-----Original Message----- 
From:  

 
Sent: Wed, Mar 11, 2015 9:49 pm 
Subject: FORM FOR CITY
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Evan Buell

2

If this plan passes, Elings should be kept whole

and included with District 2.                                     

3

This map is unbalanced districting and should be

avoided.

1

I would like to see Arroyo Burrow Beach

included with District 5.  I would also like to see
Elings Park included in District 5 if possible.  
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From: Peirce, Gwendolynn <gpeirce@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2015 8:02 AM
To: 'djohnson@NDCresearch.com'
Cc: Calonne, Ariel; Schmidt, Kristy
Subject: FW: Proposed Redistricting Maps -- Comments

Hi Doug,

Please see below an email I received this morning.  Will you be compiling these to show to 
Council, or do you want me to forward them to Council? 
 
Thank you,

Gwen Peirce
City Clerk Services Manager
City of Santa Barbara
Ext. 5310

From: Carl Kocher   
Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2015 9:09 PM 
To: Peirce, Gwendolynn 
Subject: Proposed Redistricting Maps -- Comments

We're unhappy about losing at-large council voting.   
 
Regarding the three proposed district maps: 
 
As residents of the Yankee Farm / Braemar Ranch area, we have much more in 
common with the Mesa than with San Roque.  Therefore we strongly urge rejection 
of Map Plan #3, which splits the West Mesa from the Mesa.   
 
In our view, Plan #3 is far worse than #2 (best) or #1 (intermediate).   
 
Thank you for considering these comments. 
 
Kocher Family



From: Schmidt, Kristy <KSchmidt@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 9:18 PM
To: djohnson@NDCresearch.com; Peirce, Gwendolynn; Calonne, Ariel
Subject: Fwd: district maps

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Schneider, Helene" 
<HSchneider@SantaBarbaraCA.gov<mailto:HSchneider@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>>
Date: March 12, 2015 at 3:49:41 PM PDT
To: 'Judy Orias' >
Cc: "Schmidt, Kristy" <KSchmidt@SantaBarbaraCA.gov<mailto:KSchmidt@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>>, 
"Peirce, Gwendolynn" <gpeirce@SantaBarbaraCA.gov<mailto:gpeirce@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>>
Subject: RE: district maps

Judy -

Thanks for your comments. I'm forwarding them to Kristy so she can include them with the other 
community comments.

Helene Schneider
Santa Barbara Mayor
805-564-5323

-----Original Message-----
From: Judy Orias 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2015 5:42 AM
To: Dale Francisco
Cc: Schneider, Helene; Frank Hotchkiss
Subject: district maps

HI, I have reviewed the proposed maps and talked presently  with 5 board members of the Hidden 
Valley Residence Assoc.  They all support Hidden Valley being in the San Roque district.  I have not yet 
had time to talk with all of the board members but this is a majority position.  We would appreciate this 
position stated at the City Council meeting.  Thank you  Judy Orias

















From: Schmidt, Kristy <KSchmidt@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 10:39 AM
To: Peirce, Gwendolynn; 'djohnson@NDCresearch.com'
Cc: Calonne, Ariel
Subject: FW: districts

-----Original Message-----
From: Judy Orias  
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 10:21 AM
To: Schmidt, Kristy
Subject: districts

I have polled the board of the Hidden Valley Residence Association and they voted unanimously in 
support of proposed San Roque no 3 district for our area. 
The members felt that the Los Positas Valley has a closer relationship with San Roque as the area being 
in the same water shed of Arroyo Burro Creek.  They also indicated that the development of the San 
Roque was more similar to  Hidden Valley.  
The board would appreciate your sending this message to the members of the council for their 
consideration during the discussion about boundaries of the election districts.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact me.  Thank you  

Judy Orias



 

104 West Anapamu, Ste. A, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Telephone: 805-965-3023  |  Fax: 805-965-966-5954 

e-mail: info@sbchamber.org  |  website: www.sbchamber.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 July 2014 

 

 

The Honorable Helene Schneider 

City of Santa Barbara 

735 Anacapa Street 

Santa Barbara, CA  93101 

 

RE: Council Review of District Elections 

 

Mayor Schneider:  

 

I am writing regarding the recent appointment of Councilmembers to an Ad Hoc 

Committee regarding moving the City of Santa Barbara to a district elections format in 

the selection of City Councilmembers. 

 

On behalf the business community, I want to commend you and the Council for your 

open and expeditious response to concerns from some in our community that local 

races for City Council seats display evidence of racially polarized voting, in violation of 

the California Voting Rights Act.  I am pleased to see that the Council shares the goal of 

wanting to ensure voting is accessible and fair, and that representation is equitable and 

ensures no sector of our community is ignored. 

 

Additionally, the Chamber supports the demographic review that the Council is 

currently undertaking, with the goal of finding whether there is evidence within our 

current system of a bias against particular demographic groups within our community. 

 

Like you and the members of the City Council, the Chamber believes there are a 

number of issues that must be addressed when reviewing the facts surrounding this 

issue.  It is my hope that there will be a full, public engagement on this matter prior to 

any decision being made. 

 

This process should allow organizations like the Chamber to work with the Council on 

weighing all of the implications of moving away from the current voting system.  The 

Chamber would be concerned with any effort that would expedite a decision under 

the guise of placing legal or cost issues above the wide range of things that need to be 

considered in this matter. 

 

 



 
Letter to Mayor Schneider 

Council Review of District Elections 

Page Two 

 

 

 

Thanks to you and the Council for your leadership in this matter.  I look forward to 

working with you to ensure the City meets its obligations to all of the voters of our 

community. 

 

 

Sincerely 

 
Kenneth Oplinger, ACE, President/CEO 

The Chamber of Commerce of the Santa Barbara Region 
 

 
cc:  Members of the City Council 

 City Manager Jim Armstrong 

 City Attorney Ariel Calonne 



From: Lyn Krieger 
Sent: Sunday, March 8, 2015 8:42 AM
To: Peirce, Gwendolynn
Subject: District Elections
Attachments: District Elections Public Comment Form_Final.pdf

Hello, 

I am very concerned about the division of my existing neighborhood into two districts.  We live 
uphill from Cleveland School, in the area already defined in the General Plan as a 
neighborhood.  Several people in what is now included in the Eastside District in Maps 1 and 3 
are on the Board of Directors of the Eucalyptus Hill Neighborhood Association, the Board chair 
would be in a separate district from most of the rest of the board, and the emergency radio 
managers would be in separate districts, talking to two separate council members.  the issues for 
this area and the Eastside are very different.  We focus on fire dangers, as well as access if there 
should be an earthquake due to the hillside location and small roadways.  For many of us, our 
banking, post office, shopping, coffee stops, etc., are downhill toward Coast Village Road.  This 
division would put a council member in a very difficult spot, and over time may erode our 
neighborhood ties.

Thank you.
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Sally Sphar phone call, 3/6/2015:
Map 1 concern about divide in the Upper East neighborhood between Districts 4 and 5.
There is a more logical break where Constance Ave becomes Garden St toward Goleta.
Because of the split, a small area where upper east association board members 
live is in another district.
Currently in Area 5, rest of the neighborhood is in District 4.
This area is just down from the mission.



From: eirce, Gwendolynn <gpeirce@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>
Sent: onday, March 16, 2015 9:07 AM
To: djohnson@NDCresearch.com'
Cc: alonne, Ariel; Schmidt, Kristy
Subject: W: DE Map & Demographics from Community Neighborhood Alliance
Attachments: NA Plan Map.pdf; CNA 1 demographics.pdf

Doug – FYI?  I’m not sure if these are different from what was posted last week.

From: Fox, Sarah L  
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 7:41 AM 
To: Peirce, Gwendolynn 
Subject: FW: DE Map & Demographics from Community Neighborhood Alliance

FYI

From: Rose M Aldana   
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2015 8:59 AM 
To: Fox, Sarah L 
Subject: DE Map & Demographics from Community Neighborhood Alliance

Hi Sara,
I had someone drop off a copy of the attached, and I am also sending you copy via email. 
Last Tue. and Wed., Mr. D. Johnson had assisted me in creating this Map & Demographics 
supported by: Community Neighborhood Alliance. He said he would have it as part of the Wed. 
Workshop on the 18th, City Hall.
Please advise if you have any question.
Thank you,
Rose M. Aldana
Community Neighborhood Alliance 



From: eirce, Gwendolynn <gpeirce@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>
Sent: uesday, March 10, 2015 11:33 AM
To: djohnson@NDCresearch.com'
Cc: chmidt, Kristy; Calonne, Ariel
Subject: W: Redistricting 2015

FYI – please see below.

From: Suzie BROOKES   
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2015 11:31 AM 
To: Peirce, Gwendolynn 
Subject: Redistricting 2015

Dear City Clerk:
 
I'd like to go on record as supporting Redistricting Map #3 because I feel the areas 
realistically reflect  the  issues and impacts those neighborhood districts are apt to face. 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne La Pointe Brookes









From: irginia 
Sent: onday, March 9, 2015 4:31 PM
To: johnson@NDCresearch.com
Cc: Peirce, Gwendolynn'; Calonne, Ariel; Marguerite Mary Leoni; Schmidt, 
Kristy
Subject: e: Santa Barbara redistricting plan submission question

Thank you for your thoughtful response. My use with the tool was too rudimentary to be 
effective. My intent is to support the Mission Heritage District Plan submitted by the Upper East 
Association. (Insert below)
thank you,
-v

 

On Mar 9, 2015, at 4:20 PM, Douglas Johnson wrote:
 

Ms. McFerran,
 
Thank you very much for your interest in the drawing of Council District election lines for the City of 
Santa Barbara. And thank you very much for taking the time to explore the City’s online redistricting tool 
and submitting a plan.
 
But I am afraid to admit I am somewhat confused by the plan that you sent in. Am I correct in assuming 
that the area indicated as “District 0” (shown in blue in the attached jpg image) is the Upper East 
Association area that you would like to see kept together in a district? My confusion is because only 6 
districts are allowed.
 
If your goal is simply to share the area that you think should be kept together in whatever plan is 
eventually adopted, this works just fine (and thank you!). But if your intention was to submit a plan as 
something the Council should adopt as-is, do you want to revise the plan to include only 6 districts?
 
Thank you again!
 
-          Doug
 
Douglas Johnson, President
National Demographics Corporation
djohnson@NDCresearch.com
310-200-2058
 
<Mission Heritage 2 map.jpg>
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